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TEHORANIY FORt Deputy Director/Intellipence
SBIECT fiecent Sightinge of Unewplatned Oblocts

In the past several) weeks a mmber of redsy snd visual
aizhtings of unidentified asrial ohjects have been reported,
Althoush this office has saintained & continuing review of
such reputed sightings derdng the past tivee years, ¢ special
e & T o ey 2 -
J/C : 8 r with 3/01 and a repord
sholdd be ready about 15 august,

25X1A

Sedentilic Tatellicenceo

OSIsFCD:RLC/=tw (28JulyS2)
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AD/SI - 2 /
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NENORAKDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
THRU : Deputy Director for Intelligence
SUBJECT ¢ Unidentified Flying ObJjects

1. On 20 August, the DCI, after a briefing by OSI on the above
subject, directed the preparation of an RSCID for submission to the
Council stating the need for investizatiom and directing agencies
concerned to cooperate in such investigatioms.

2. In sttempting to draft such a directive and the supporting
staff studies, it became apparent to DD/I, Acting AD/SI and AD/IC
that the problem wvas largely a research and development problem, and
it was decided by DD/I to attempt to initiate action through RADB.
A conference was held between DI/USAP, Chairman of RADB, DD/I, Acting
AD/BI and AD/IC st which time it was decided that Dr. Whitman, Chairman
of R&IB, wculd investigate the possibility of undertaking research and
development studies through Air Force agencies.

3. On approximately § November, we were advised by Chairmen,
RAIB, that inquiries in the Air Staff did not Aisclose "undue concern"
over this matter, but that it had been referred to the Air Defense
Command for consideration. No further word has been received from
H&DB.

k., Recent reports reaching CIA indiecated that further action was
desirable and another briefing by the cognisant A-2 and ATIC personnel
vas held on 25 November. At this time, the reports of incidents convince
us that there is something going on that must have immediate attention.
The details of some of these incidents have been discussed by AD/SI
with DDCI. 8ightings of unexplained objects at great altitudes and
travelling at high speeds in the vieinity of major U.S. defense in-
stallations are of such nature that they are not attributable to
natural phenomena or known types of aerial vehicles. 25X1A

5. O8I i1as proceeding to the establishment of & consulting group
of sufficient competence and stature to reviev this matter and convince
the responsible authorities in the commnity that immediate research

and development on this subject must be done
roraisiony der i cecis o«
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6. Attached hereto is a dreft memorandum to the NEC and & a‘:'.nxple
draft NSC Directive establishing this matter as a priority project .
throughout the intelligence and the defense research and davelopmen

community .
H. MARSHALL CHADWELL
Assistant Director
Scientific Intelligence
Attachments:

Draft memo to NSC with
draft Directive

Distribution:
Orig. & 1 - forward
1-0D/T
2 - AD/SI
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MEMORANDUM TO: The Bxecutive Becretary
Bational Security Council

SUBJECT 2 Unidentified Flying Objscts (Plying Saucers)

1. The Ceniral Inteliizence Agency has revisved the current
situation concerning unidentified flying ob s=ois which have caused
extensive speculation in the press and have besn the aubjeet of
contern wo Government orgenizations. The Alyr Force, within the
limttalions of ssupower which could be devoted to the mubject, has
thus Far carried ihe fuil responzibility for investigating and
aneiyzing individusl reports of sightinys. Since 1947, spproxie
mately 2000 official reporte of sightinse bave been received
and; of these, abvout 20k are as yet unexplained.

2. 1t is my view that this situation hae posaible implications
for our natiopal securitly which transcend tbe interests of a single
gervicr. A broadsr, goordinated effort should de initlated to
davelop u firm aclentific understandinmg of the geveral phenomzna
which apparentiy are involved in these reports, and o assurs
ourseives that the incidents will not hamper our present efforts
o the Cold War or confuse our sarly warning systes in case of
a5 astack.

3. I thersfore recommend that this Agemcy and the agencles
of the Department of Defense be directed to formiate epd nerry
out & prosrem of intelligencs and rescsarch activities requiresd to
solve the yroblem of instant pusitive idemtification of unidenti-
fied fiylog ob cets. A draft of an appropriate Qircctive Is
atisched.

Walter B. Seith
Pilrzotor
Easlosure
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NATIONZL SECURTTY COUNCYL DIRECTIVE

SUBJECTs Untdentified flying cbjects

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 102 of the Wationsl
Seaurity Act of 1947 and for the purposas annunciated in Fara-
graphs 4 and e thereof, the Natioasl Security Couneil hereby
authorizes snd direots that:

1. The Director of Central Intellizence shall formulate
and carry out a proram of Intelligence and research activi-
ties as required to solve the problem of instaal positive
identification of unidentlified flyin; objects.

2. Upon c=ll of the Director of Centrai Intelligencs,
Government Jepartments and aganeics schall provide asaistance
1n this progras of intelligence and research to the extent
of thelr capsaity provided, however, that the DCY shall
avold duplication of activities presently directed toward
the solutlion of this problam.

3. This effort shall be coepdinsted with the military
servicer and the Rescurch and Develcpment Bosrd of the
Department of Defense, with the Pgycholo;ical Etrategy
Board und other Jovernmental agenclez as appropriate.

b, The Director of Central Intelligence shall dis-
seminate information concerning the prograsm of intelligence
arnd re=sesrch activities in this field to the various de-
partments and agencies which have authorized interest therein.
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